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Tips for Facilitators – Lesson 6 

These tips are suggestions based on some ideas and approaches that proved useful and effective 
for the authors. Each Bible Study group is different. Feel free to use your own approaches as the 
Lord lays them on your heart. 
 
Times we’ve shown for the reviews can vary between small groups. 
 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION REVIEW (5-10 minutes) 

- Do a quick review of the ABCs of Trials (if you have been using those particular points 
from the Tips for Facilitators), then go straight into the lesson. 

- If your small group has been focusing on the ABCs of Trials in the PRACTICAL 
APPLICATION REVIEWS, then at the end of this lesson you should have time to 
present each member of your small group with a Certificate of Training… if you want. A 
template for this certificate is downloadable from the AUDIO page. 

- After this lesson, we transitioned the PRACTICAL APPLICATION REVIEW from the 
“ABCs of Trials” to “Discerning Patterns in Trials.” For more about this, see the last 
section of this Tips PDF. 

- If you haven’t been using the ABCs of Trials parts of the Tips for Facilitators, then 
simply continue with the focus you have been using, or go into the read ahead. 

REVIEW THE READ AHEAD 

- The Bible doesn’t specifically describe a trial Sarai faced in this Lesson’s Scripture 
passage, but putting ourselves into her shoes can easily reveal that a trial is not 
unimaginable. Putting ourselves into her situation, our own heart disturbances reveal the 
kinds of trials we might face… and be able to learn from. 

- Discuss people’s thoughts, insights or observations from the read-ahead. 
- How do we handle things when a leader makes a decision that we either don’t like or 

don’t understand? Think of scenarios in which this might arise and create discussion. 
o Getting the facts of a situation before acting is wise. However, how many times 

do we want lots facts, details and information before we actually seek out what 
God would want us to do? 

o Is it possible to go too far in trying to be super-informed on details and facts and 
thus think ourselves out of considering what God might actually want us to do? 

o Is it possible to go too far in relying on “what makes sense logically” versus what 
God might want us to do? 

IDENTIFYING HEART DISTURBANCES (HD)/OBSERVATIONS 

- Handle the HDs and 2nd OBSERVATION (the “what do you think God would you have 
to change in you to be at peace” observation), just like you did for previous lessons. 
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PRACTICAL APPLICATION TO WORK ON AFTER THE LESSON 

- Again, challenge participants try to remember the ABCs when they encounter trials in the 
week (if this has been part of your emphasis). 

- NOTE about Lessons 7-12:  In Lessons 7-12, we transitioned to “Discerning Patterns in 
Trials” as the emphasis for our PRACTICAL APPLICATION REVIEW at the start of 
the lessons. If you plan to use the part of the Tips for Facilitators that trains and 
emphasizes the practical application of “Discerning Patterns in Trials,” then announce 
there is no read ahead for the next lesson. 

- If you want to focus your practical application on discerning patterns in trials, then the 
next lesson will consist of a Biblical study and Intro to Patterns in Trials. This is Lesson 
6A, Tips for Facilitators – downloadable from the AUDIO page. If you do Lesson 6A at 
your next small group session, then the following session after 6A will be Lesson 7. 

- Again, we chose to focus the PRACTICAL APPLICATION REVIEWS for Lessons 7-12 
on “Discerning Patterns in Trials.” If you feel led to have a different emphasis, then you 
can simply continue with Lesson 7. Be aware that Lesson 7 in the book does start with 
a very brief overview of patterns in trials (find this under the Special Consideration 
for Identifying Patterns In Trials at the bottom of page 60 and going to page 61 in 
the F102 book). This information is provided due to the number of trials and potential 
trials the Bible records for Abram and Sarai (Abraham and Sarah). Focus on that however 
the Lord leads you. 


