
What Works Can We Do That Are Greater Than What Jesus Could Do? 
(Spiral page 71; PB page 130) 

The answer is you can the choice for yourself to submit to the Lord as He seeks to change 
you in a trial. The Lord will not make that choice for you. 

 
KEY CONCEPT: 

Among the greatest and most significant things you can do is submit to God to change YOU 
during a trial. Change, or transformation, in a trial is to lead to demonstrating belief through a 
particular God-directed action. God is not directing our lives unless we live His Truth about us, 
trial by trial. 

John 14:12 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will 
do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father." 

 

 

Jesus spoke these words in the upper room. Jesus says that as His disciples, we too are to do 
the works He did. But that isn't all; we are to do even greater works... that is if we truly believe in 
Him! Let's look at that. 

Christ does not force us to live in godly ways during a trial. The Lord will not make us serve 
Him, even though to do so is a great thing! So, among the greatest works we can do is to do our 
part in following Christ in a trial. 

Our Lord and Savior honors how God designed free will to require us to make choices. 
Again, Christ does not force us to follow Him during our trials, even as believers. God gave us 
the responsibility to make choices during trials, and He holds us accountable to change according 
to His Spirit's counsel as part of overcoming Satan's deceptions and lies during trials. This all 
brings glory to the Father and the Son, by leading to actions that are in keeping with following 
Christ. 

 
Doing "Greater Works" Than Jesus Involves Transformation, Renewal, Change 

God will not change us in a trial unless we make choices that embrace God-directed change. 
This is part of the Lord's discipline. We have already learned that the Christian walk is a life of 
trial-by-trial choices to act either on personal UNtruth (Satan's false self-image lies) or God's 
Truth about us (who we are or can be in Christ). So, while God's Spirit seeks to counsel us, He 
will not choose for us. We must choose of our own free will to discern His counsel and 
correction, and to be renewed and embrace change. 

When it comes to complying with the differences God would make in us, we often think of 
spiritual growth or spiritual maturity. Believers often measure spiritual maturity by the amount of 
time one has been in a relationship with God. Some Christians believe that being spiritually 
mature means we shouldn't have too much left that God would want to change in us. It's almost 
as if being spiritually mature means we should no longer struggle much in our trials. Some 
Christians think that a sign of spiritual maturity is that shouldn't have that many trials. When it 
comes to spiritual maturity, believers often treat it as if it means we have accepted our 
apportioned measure of the Lord's assistance and really don't need Him that much in terms of 



everyday problems, struggles and trials.[1] Sometimes it is almost as if the assistance we think 
we really need is simply to know more about God. 

As Christians, it is possible to use our knowledge of the Scriptures as a mental crutch. We 
sometimes use our Biblical knowledge as crutch to try and compensate for an atrophied spiritual 
heart. The Disciples sometimes did this with Jesus. There were times they wanted Him to change 
them or their situation, but they overlooked their parts in the introspective, discernment and 
transformation processes. The Disciples did great things, but their external focus occasionally led 
them to lean on Jesus inappropriately. Is that really possible? Yes, it is! 

During the discussion in John 14, the Disciples mistakenly thought Jesus was to do 
everything for them in a spiritual sense. This caused them to overlook the importance of their 
own free will choices to submit to Him and to act in faith with actions that were in alignment 
with God's will. Jesus understood He would not make them submit nor to make them have faith. 
Such an action would violate God's design of their free will. It would violate their personal 
responsibility to make spiritual choices during trials. So, the Disciples often made mistakes. This 
made it harder for them to follow Christ when the external stakes where higher or their confusion 
(heart disturbance) was greater. 

Making godly, internal, spiritual choices is directly related to our ability to experience the 
peace Christ has given. Without peace in the heart during a trial, the mind cannot be renewed to 
discern the God-directed, external course of action in response to a trial. 

 
Doing "Greater Works" Than Jesus Requires More Peace During Trials 

 

KEY CONCEPT: 

Peace is not obtained by fixing, controlling, or wrestling with the world "out there." 
Experiencing peace is a result of the choices you make "in here" (personal and inner choices 
starting in the heart) and is part of God renewing your mind through your heart. The peace of 
Christ is of Him; you cannot take it. You must do your part to experience receiving it. 

John 14:27a "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I 
give to you..." 

 

 

Jesus knew the Disciples would mature much more after He left. Jesus knew they had 
knowledge of His peace; they knew He offered it. But, Jesus also knew that they'd have to learn 
to choose to act according to their new identity in Him to experience that peace. Becoming a new 
person in Christ in a trial leads to more frequent experiences of the peace of Christ in trials! 
However, the peace of Christ isn't just a benefit in a trial; it is an essential ingredient of being 
victorious in Christ during a trial. 

In John 14:27a (above), Jesus says He does not give His peace the way the world gives 
things. Because we do not always experience peace in trials, the traditional concept is that Jesus 
gives His peace to people randomly, or He gives His peace when He wants and for reasons He 
keeps to Himself. This is often how we explain why we don't always get to peace in our trials. 
Notice that on the surface these perspectives sound good because they seem to focus on Christ. 
In truth, they are focusing on Christ in a selfish way, i.e., in a way that enables us to not have to 
look at ourselves, our responsibilities to submit to Him and to change! 



The problem of experiencing the peace of Christ more often in trials isn't that the peace of 
Christ is being withheld from us to make us struggle. As believers, the problem isn't that we are 
unaware of the potential to experience peace. The problem is we don't always do our part to 
receive His peace. 

The Truth in Jesus' statement (John 14:27a) is not about Him controlling to whom He gives 
peace. The issue is whether we doing our part in our hearts to connect with Him during a 
disturbing moment of trial, thus receiving His peace. In this sense, connecting with Him doesn't 
mean just praying. It means praying, listening, discerning and CHANGING! 

Sometimes we view peace as the harmony between us and God once we choose to follow 
Christ. While this is true, experiencing the peace of Christ is more than a treaty between our 
sinful nature and God's character. Peace, like heart disturbances, is a result of what is going on 
spiritually inside us. To better understand how Jesus gives His peace in terms of being an inner 
result of our hearts, we need to look at how His giving is different from the world's giving. 

 
How Does The World Give "Peace?" 

When a person says they need $10, this usually means the person does not have $10. Short of 
producing counterfeit money, someone else will have to give that person the money in order for 
them to have $10. There are several traditionally accepted ways of going about getting the 
money. Someone can lend it to the person, or the person can go get a job so the boss will give 
them the money. Regardless, if a person does not have the $10 on their person, they will have to 
do something externally to acquire the money - even if that means driving to the bank so the 
teller can give them the money. The one thing the person cannot do is make the money appear in 
their own pocket by "thinking" it into existence. 

The way "the world gives" (John 14:27a) is in the sense that to get something, someone else 
gives it to you when you do something externally. This is how we receive something from the 
world "out there." In spiritual matters, things are different. The world's external views can cause 
us to overlook our internal participation with God! 

 
 

Special Consideration: 
The way Jesus "gives" peace is that we experience peace when we choose to grasp on to Him by 
centering our hearts on the truth of who we are in Him. This is NOT the same as experiencing 
peace because the outcome of a trial is the way we want or might turn out how we want. That is 
NOT faith. Centering our hearts in Him is about transforming the heart disturbance to peace 
(pain to peace), BEFORE we know the outcome of the trial! This requires an internal shift of the 
heart God designed and gave us. Peace is a potential consequence that requires an internal 
interaction. This is the essence of the 4th Principle of discerning God's guidance to us in a trial. 

Peace is what we get AFTER we align ourselves with Christ through the heart in a trial. The 
peace of Christ comes from rejecting personal UNtruth. This is another way of saying that we 
reject Satan's attack on us by discerning the guidance of God's Spirit during a trial. Jesus "gives" 
us His peace in response to our choice of choosing to live according to who we are in Him, Who 
is Truth. 

Given that, notice in the rest of His sentence, Jesus pointed out the Disciples' opportunity to 
make the godly choice immediately... 

 



John 14:27b "...Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful." (Bold and italics 
added by authors) 

 

The translation of this verse into English causes the meaning and relationship between the 
words troubled, heart and fearful to lose significance. The heart again refers to the feelings, 
desires, etc..[2]-2588 Troubled, however, refers to an activity of the mind. The Greek word for 
troubled is ταρασσέσθω: "figuratively used with the mind, to stir up, trouble, disturb with various 
emotions such as fear."2-5015 Troubled means that the thinking is thrown off by heart 
disturbances. 

Remember if we don't transform the heart disturbance, we will be lured by the deception to 
which the disturbance points... the personal UNtruth (remember James 1:13-15, from Chapter 4). 

 
Doing "Greater Works" Than Jesus Involves Not Being A Coward! 

Jesus is not saying we can control our thoughts (you personally experienced this in the "Can 
You Control Your Thinking" exercise, in Chapter 3). Jesus is not saying we can control what we 
feel either (if we could, psychiatrists would be out of a job). So, what is Jesus telling the 
Disciples to do? 

The last word in John 14:27 is fearful. The Greek word is δειλιάτω, meaning "cowardice."2-

1168 Cowardice is what a soldier displays when he has a duty and responsibility, but the duty is so 
scary that the soldier runs away from fulfilling his responsibility! The soldier fails in his duty. As 
Christian soldiers, cowardice is when heart disturbances cause us to avoid the task to which we 
committed... namely, transformation! Jesus says cowardice is a real tendency in the presence of a 
disturbing thought (troubled) and a heart disturbance (heart). 

Recognizing fearful as meaning cowardice throws a great deal of light on the entire passage. 
Jesus is reminding the Disciples of a skill to which they have previously committed, a personal 
responsibility they agreed to, i.e. what to do when the mental thoughts and heart disturbances 
arise in trials! This is the inner side of the spiritual battle. Jesus is telling us not to be cowards in 
the face of this challenging duty. We must "handle our business" intentionally in Him. 

In the context of John 14, Jesus was telling the Disciples about His departure as part of their 
spiritual instruction. They had feelings about that - heart disturbances. Their heart disturbances 
pointed to Satan's false self-image lies (personal UNtruth). While on the surface the Disciples' 
fear appeared to be out of a "noble desire" for Jesus to stay, their fears and sorrow revealed Satan 
was distorting their "good desires." 

Jesus was telling the Disciples that if they were going to experience peace, they could not be 
cowards. They were going to have to introspect, discern and change. This would help them alter 
their perspective so they could hear Him. In other words, inner transformation of the heart to 
peace (without fully understanding how the outcome of Jesus leaving could be good) would lead 
to the renewing of their minds. 

It was appropriate for Jesus to leave. The Disciples could not understand because Satan's 
attack on them caused them to see Jesus' departure as "not good." They were seeing things 
through the tainted lens of personal UNtruth and out of concern for themselves and their futures. 
Satan baited the Disciples with their feelings and caused their desires for Jesus to stay to seem 
appropriate. 

For the Disciples to be able to discern that Jesus' leaving was good, they would have had to 
transform their hearts to peace by being content to be in relationship to Him. Knowing Jesus had 
a plan wasn't enough - they had to experience the fullness of simply being defined by Jesus! The 



Disciples were focused on the external aspect of Jesus leaving at exactly the moment they had to 
connect with their sense of identity in HIM! 

To transform their hearts to peace in being defined by Jesus as individuals (identity), the 
Disciples would have to change their perspectives. They would have had to believe Jesus' 
leaving was going to be good, without actually understanding why. Had they done that, it would 
have demonstrated faith. Had they demonstrated faith, their minds would have been renewed, 
and they would have been in a spiritual position to discern more with the renewed thinking. Of 
course, had Jesus not died, we could not be saved. Had Jesus not left, the Father would not have 
given the permanent indwelling of the Spirit. 

Jesus makes it abundantly clear that He offers us His peace in trials, but we must do our part. 
One of the greatest works we can do is our part in seeking out what He would show us should be 
transformed in a trial, and then cooperating by changing accordingly in faith. We are not to 
display cowardice or ignorance... we must be strong in Him and connect with His Truth about us. 
In doing so during a trial, we glorify Him, and we are well on our way to discerning how He 
would have us respond to the trial. 
 
 

 
[1] Grab A Broom, Lord… There's Dust Everywhere!, Karon Phillips Goodman, Barbour Publishing, Inc., 2003. 
[2] When the first digit is a 2, it indicates the word is from the Greek language and the source used is Zodhiates, 
Spiros: The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. electronic ed. Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers, 
2000, c1992, c1993. The digits following the dash (-1382 for example) are Strong's Identifying Number as used in that 
source. 
 


